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SUBJECT: NEW BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR TO BURMA 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ZAHIRUDDIN AHMED, PRESENTLY 
BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR TP PAKISTAN, WAS APPOINTED APRIL 9 
TO BE AMBASSADOR TO BURMA. FOLLOWING IS BIOGRAPHIC 
INFORMATION. 

2. ZAHIRUDDIN WAS BORN NOVEMBER 11, 1917, IN THE 
HOOGHLY DISTRICT OF WEST BENGAL. HE RECEIVED AN M.A. 

FROM CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY AND A LAW DEGREE FROM DACCA 
UNIVERSITY. ZAHIRUDDIN BEGAN A POLITICAL CAREER EARLY, 

SERVING IN THE STUDENT MOVEMENT IN PRE-PARTITION 
BENGAL AS AN OFFICER-BEARER OF THE ALL-BENGAL MUSLIM 
STUDENTS' LEAGUE. HE WAS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL 
MEMBERS OF THE AW AMI LEAGUE, MYGANIZED IN 1949, WAS 
IMPRISIONED SEVERAL TIMES THEREAFTER AND IN 1956 SERVED 
AS MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH IN THE PAKISTAN 
CABINET OF PRIME MINISTER SUHRAWARDY. ZAHIRUDDIN WAS 
ELECTED TO THE PAKISTAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN THE DECEMBER, 

1970, ELECTION JUST PRIOR TO THE INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLE 

FOR BANGALDESH. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DACCA 02197 111253Z 

3. IN ADDITION TO HIS POLITICAL INTERESTS, ZAHIRUDDIN 

HAS HAD A LEGAL CAREER, FIRST JOINING THE DACCA BAR IN 1947 
AND RISING EVENTUALLY TO BE AN ADVOCATE OF THE SUPREME 
COURT. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. DURING THIS DAYS AS PAKISTAN 
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, ZAHIRUDDIN WAS CONSIDERED AN 
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INTELLIGENT AND ABLE POLITICIAN. HIS POLITICAL CAREER IN 
EAST PAKISTAN/BANGLADESH HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT HAMPERED BE 
CAUSE HE HAS NOT BEEN CONSIDERED A TRUE MUSLIM BENGALI. 

HAVING COME ORIGINALLY FROM WEST BENGAL. THIS MAY HAVE 
BEEN WHY HE DID NOT RECEIVE A CABINET POSITION IN THE 
FIRST BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT OF SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN. HIS 
PERSONAL MANNER HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS VIGOROUS AND EVEN AT 
TIMES ELEGANT. HE SPEAKS ENGLISH FLUENTLY. HE IS MARRIED 
AND HAS ONE SON. 

5. THE COMMENTS OF EMBASSY ISLAMABAD WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

SCHNEIDER 
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